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By ADAM FITZLADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 
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Tuurspay, Yanuary the 22d, 1756. 





To Mr Fitz-ADA™M. 
yoy THIN K, fir,. more than. thtée 
Se years are paft, fince you. began to, 
iP beftow your labours on the reform- 
22 ation of the follies of the age. You 
S75 have more than once hinted at the 
\ great fuccefe that has attended your 
endeavours ; but furely, Mr. Fitz- 
X29 Adam, you deceive yourfelf. Which 
of your gapers has effectuated any real amendment? Have 
fewer fools gone to,..or returned fiom;France, fince;you 
commenced author? or have fewer French follies been 
purchafed or.propagated. by thofe who never were in 
France? Do not women, dreffed French, ftill iffue 
from houfes dreffed Chinefe, to theatres drefied Italian, 
in {pite of your grave admonitions ; ? Do the young men 
a _ Wear 
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wwear lefs claret, or the beauties lefs rouge, in” obedience 
to your lectures ? Do men of fafhion, who ufed to flin 
for a thoufand poundsa throw, now caft only for five 
hundred? or if they fhould, do you impute it to Your 
credit with Them, or to. Fheir want of credit? I de 
not mean, fir, to depieciate the meritof your lucubra- 
tions: in point of effec, I believe they have operated 
‘a8 great reformation as the difcourfes of the divine So- 
erates, or the fermons of the affecting Fillotfon. I really 
believe you would have corrected that young Athenian 
marquis, Alcibiades, as foon as his philofophic preceptot. 
What I would urge is, that all the preachers in the 
world, whether jocofe, fatiric, fevere, or damnatory, 
‘willinever be able to bring about a reformation of man- 
nérsy. by the mete charms of their eloquence or exhort- 
ation. You cannot imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, how 
much edge it would give to your wit to be backed by a 
little temporal authority. We may in vain regret the 

icity of manners. of our anceftors, while there are 
no fumptuary laws to-reftrain luxury, no ecelefiattic cen- 
fures to caftigate vice. J fhall offer to your readers an 
inftance or two, to elucidate the monttrous difproportion 
between our ri¢hes“and extravagance, and the frugality 
of former times ; and then produce fome of the whole- 
fome cenfures: and penalties, which the elders ;of the 
church were empowered to impofe on perfons of the 
firf€tank, who contravened the eftablifhed rules of fo- 
briety and decorun. sy 


How would our progenitors have been aftonifhed at 
reading the very firft article-in the late will of a grocer ! 
Imprimis, I give to my dear wife, one hundred thou- 
fand pounds. A fam -exceeding-a benevolence, or two 
fubfidies, fome we Nor’was this enormous le- 


gacy half the perfonal «eftate- of the above-mentioned 
tradefman, on- whom I am far from defigning to reflec : 
he raifed. his fortane honeftly ané induftrioufly: but I 
hopé fome future ‘antiquarian, ‘ftreck- with the prodigal- 
ity of the times, will conipute' how muck: fugar and 
plambs muft have Been wafted weekly in one inconfider- 
able parith in’ London, or evenin one or two ftreets of 
that parith, ‘before a fingle (hopkeeper could have taifed 
four hundred ‘thoufand pounds" by retailing thofe and 
fach ‘like-commodities. “Now let us turn our.eyes back 
to the year 1385, and we fhall find no lefs a perfon ne 
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the incompatable and virtuous lady Joan, princefs dow 
ager of Wales, by her laft will and teftament bequeath- 
ing the following fimple moveables; and we may well 
believe they were the moft vaiuabie of her poffeffions, as 
fhe divided them between. her. fon the king, and her 
other children. To her fon, king Richard, fhe gave 
her new bed of red velvet, embroidered with oftrich fea~ 
thers of filver, and heads of leopards of gold, with boughs 
and leaves proceeding from their mouths. Alfo to her 
fon Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red camak, paled 
with red, and rays of gold; and to John Holland, her 
other fon, one bed of red: camak... Thefe particulars are 
faithfully copied froma Dugdale, vol. 2. p. 94, an inftance 
of fimplicity and moderation in fo great and illuftrious a 
princeis, which.i fear I fhould in vain recommend tomy 
cotemporaries, and which is, only likely to be imitated, 
as all her other virtues, are, by the true repiefeatative of 
her fortune, and excellence. 


I come now, fir, to thofe, proper checks upon licen- 
‘tioufnefs, which, though calculated to ferve the views 
of a popith.clergy, were, undoubtedly great reftraints 
upon immorality and indecency; and we may lament 
that fuch fober inftitutions, were-abolithed \with the: reab 
abufes of popery. Our ecclefiaftic fuperiors. had power 
to lay fuch fines and muléts upon wantonnefs,, as might 
raife a revenue ta the church and poor, and at the fame 
time leave the lordly tran{greffors at liberty to enjoy their 
darling foibles, if they would but pay for them... Adul- 
tety, fornication, drunkennefs, het the other amufe- 
ments of people of fafhion, it would have been in vain 
to fubje& to corporal punifhments. To ridicule thofe 
vices, and laugh them out of date by Tatlers, Spectators 
and Worlds, was not the talent of monks and confeffors, 
who at beft only knew how-to wrap up very coarfe terms. 
in very bald latin, and jingling verfes. The clergy fteered 
a third courte, and..affumed a province, which I could 
wifh, Mr. Fitz-Adam, was a little connected with. your 
cenforial authority, Ifyou had power. to oblige your 
fair readers and offenders to do penance in clean linen, 
for almott wearing no, Jinen at all, I believe it would be 
an excellent fupplement to your paper of May the 24th, 
1753. Therwiteft exercife that | meet recorded. of this 
power of inflicting penance, is mentioned by the fame 
grave author, from whom I copied the will above-men- 
: tioned : 
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tioned: it happened in the year 1360, in the cafe of a 
very exalted perfonage, and fhews how little the higheft 
birth could exempt from the fevere infpection of thofe 
judges of manners. The lady Elizabeth, daughter of 
the marquifs of Juliers, and widow of John Plantaginet 
earl of Kent, uncle of the princefs Joan abovementioned, 
having on the death of the earl her hufband retired to 
the monaftery of Waverley, did ({ fuppofe immediately) 
make a vow of chaftity, and was folemnly veiled a nun 
there by William de Edendon, bifhop of Winchefter. 
Somehow or other it happened, that about eight years 
afterwards, fifter Elizabeth of Waverley became ena- 
moured of a goodiy knight, called fir Euftace Dawbridg- 
court, fmitten (as tradition fays fhe affirmed) by his 
extreme refemblance to her late lord ; though as other 
creditable writers affirm, he was confiderably younger : 
and- notwithftanding her vows of continence, which 
could not bind her confcience, and, in {pite of her con- 
finement, which was not ftrong enough to detain a lady 
of her great quality, fhe was clandeftinely married to her 
paramour, in a certain chapel ‘of the manfion-houfe of 
Robert de Brome, a ‘canon of the collegiate church of 
Wyngham, without any’licence from the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, by one’ fir John*Ireland, a prieft, before 
the funrifing, upon Michaelmas day, in the 34th of Ed- 
ward the third. | 


- NoTwiTHsTANDrInG the great fcandal fuch an inde- 
corum muft have given, it is evident from the fubfer- 
vience of two priefts to her defires, that her rank of 
princefs of the blood fet her above all apprehenfion of 
punifhment for the breach of her monaftic vows ; yet it 
is as evident from the fequel of the ftory, that her dig- 
nity could not exempt her from fuch proper cenfures 
and' penalties, as might deter others from commiffion of 
the like offences ; as might daily and frequently expofe 
the lady herfelf.to blufhes for her mifcarriage ; and as- 
might'draw comfort to the podt, from taxing the inor- 
dinate ‘gratification of the appetites-of their fuperiors: a 
fort of comfort, which, to do'them juftice, the poor are 
apt to take as kindly, asthe relief of their own wants. 


My author fays, vol. 2. page-gs, that the lady dow- 
ager and her young hufband being perfonally convented 
before the archbifhop of Canterbury for the faid trans- 


greflion, 
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greilion, at his manor houfe of Haghfeld, upon the fe-* 
venth ides of April, the archbithop for their penance 
enjoined them to find a prieft to celebrate divine fervice 
daily for Them, the faid fir Euftace and Elizabeth, and for 
Him, the archbifhop ; befides a large quantity of peniten- 
tial pfalms, paternofters and aves, which were to be daily 
repeated by the priefts and the trangreflors. His grace 
moreover ordered the lady Elizabeth, whom for fome 
reafons beft known to himfelf I fuppofe he regarded as 
the feducer, to go once a year on foot in pilgrimage to the 
tomb of that giorious martyr, St. Thomas of Canterbury ; 
and once every week during her life to faft on bread and 
drink, and a mefs of pottage, wearing no {mock, efpeci- 
ally in the abfence of her hufband; a penance that muft 
appear whimfical to us, and not a little partial to fir 
Euftace, whom the archbithop feems in more refpects 
than one to have confidered rather as difobedient to the 
canons, than guilty of much voluptuoutnefs by his wed- 
lock. But the moft remarkable articles of the penance 
were the two following. The archbifhop appointed the 
faid fir Euftace and the lady Elizabeth, that the next 
day after any repetition of their tranfgreflion had pafied 
between them, they fhould competently relieve fix poor 
people, and both of them that day to abftain from fome 
dith of flefh or fith, whereof they did moft defire to 


eat. 


Sucn was the fimplicity of our anceftors. Such were 
the wholefome feverities to which the greateft dames 
and moft licentious young lords were fubject in thofe 
well-meaning times. But though I approve the mora- 
lity of fuch corrections, and perhaps think that a degree 
of fuch power might be fafely lodged in the hands of 
our great and good: prelates ; yet lam net fo bigotted to 
antiquity as to approve either the articles of the penance, 

or to think that they could be reconcilcd to the difference 
of modern.times and cuftoms. Paternofters and aves 
might be fupplied by prayers and litanies of a more pro- 
teftant complexion. Inftead ofa pilgrimage on foot to 
Canterbury, if an inordinate matron were compelled to 
walk to Ranelagh, I believe the penance might be fevere 
enough for the delicacy of modern conftitutions. For 
the article of leaving offa fhift, confidering that the up- 
per half is already laid afide, perhaps to oblige a lady- 
offender to. wear a whole fhift, might be thought a fuf- 
ficent punifhment ; for wife legiflators will allow a lati- 
tude of interpretation to their laws, to be varied accord- 
ing to the fluctuating condition of times and feafons, 


What moft offends me, and by no means proper for 
‘modern 
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modern imitation, is the article that prefcribes charity to 
the poor, and a reftriction from eating of a favourite dith, 
after the performance of certain myfteries. If the right 
reverend father was determined to make the lady Eliz- 
abeth afhamed of her incontinence, in truth he lighted 
‘upon a very adequate expedient, though not a very wife 
one ; for as devotion and charity are obferved to increafe 
‘with increafe of years, the bifhop’s injunction tended to 
nothing but to leffen the benefa¢tions of the offenders as 
they grew older, by the conditions to which he limited 
their largefs. 


‘One can f{carce reflect without a fmile on the troops 
‘of beggars waiting every morning at fir Euftace’s gate, 
till he and his lady arofe, to know whether their wants 
were to be relieved. One muit not word, but one cannot 
help imagining, the fiyle of a modern footman, when 
ordered at breakfaft by his mafter and lady to go and 
‘fend away the beggars, for they were to have nothing 
‘that morning. One might even fuppofe the good lady 
pouting a little, as fhe gave him the meflage. But were 
'-fuch a penance really enjoined now, what a fund of hu- 
mour and wit would it open to people of fafhion, invited 
to dine with two illuftrious penitents under this ciscum- 
ftance! As theer wit is never indelicate ; as the fubject 
is inexhauftible ; and as the ideas on itch an occafion 
mutt be a little corporeal, what den mots, wrapped up 
indeed, but ftill intelligible enough, would attend the ar- 
rival of every new French difh, which fir Euftace or my 
lady would be concluded to like, and would decline to 
tafte !—But I fear I have tranfgrefied the bounds of a 
letter. You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who {way the cenforial 
rod with the greateft lenity, and:who would bluth to 
-put your fair penitents to the bluth, might be fafely 
trufted with the powers I recommend. Human weak- 
neffes, and human follies, are very different: continue to 
attack the latter; continue to pity the former, An an- 
cient lady might refit weaning pink; a matron who 
cannot refift the prowefs of a Sir Euitace Dawbridg- 
court, is not a topic for fatire, but compaflion; as you, 
who are the beft natured writer of the age, will | am 
fure agree to think, with, fir, 


Your confiant reader 
and bumble fervant, 
‘THomas Hearne, jum, 


— 
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